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è opportuno considerare un trattamento
con olaparib rispetto a chemioterapia
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OlympiAD: Patients Characteristics
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OlympiAD: PFS 
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OlympiAD: PFS by investigators
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OlympiAD: Overall Survival
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OlympiAD: Objective response (ICR)
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OlympiAD: Subgroup Analysis
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OlympiAD: Adverse events



Quality of life

The mean (±SD) score on the QLQ-C30 at baseline was 63.2±21.0 in 

the olaparib group and 63.3±21.2 in the standard-therapy group. 

The adjusted mean (±SE) change from baseline across all time points 

was 3.9±1.2 in the olaparib group and −3.6±2.2 in the standard-

therapy group, with a corresponding estimated difference of 7.5 

points (95% CI, 2.5 to 12.4; p = 0.004). 
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“Olaparib will probably be best used early in the course of

metastatic breast cancer. It helps preserve patient quality

of life, offers the chance to postpone the need for

[intravenous] chemotherapy, and avoids side effects like

hair loss and low white blood cell counts”

Author’s comment
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EMBRACE
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Cortes, Lancet 2011

Median overall survival was 13·1 

months (95% CI 11·8–14·3) in 

patients receiving eribulin and 

10·6 months (9·3–12·5) 
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Strength points

 PFS by 2.8 m (7.0 v 4.2 m); HR 0.58 (95% CI 0.43 to 0.80)

 Tumors shrinkage in about 60% pts in O vs 29% in CT pts

 Toxicity: anemia

 Gain in QoL
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Weak points

 No OS advantage (19.3 vs 19.6 m – 95% CI 0.63-1.29); it 

wasn’t the primary objective of the study

 Pretreatment with Carboplatin: 27-29% (only?)

 Control arm: Carboplatin

 Toxicity: not well evaluable because of the 3 drugs in 

the treatment arm
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 Olaparib has a role as a proper alternative to CT

in BRCA 1/2 carriers pts

 TNBC subgroup is the one who better benefits

from this treatment
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CONCLUSIONS


